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1.0 HISTORICAL DOCUMENTATION OF MILL 

1.1 HISTORICAL SUMMARY OF SWANSEA MILL 

The Swansea Mill, located in Gold Canyon south of snver City and in the vicinity 
of Johntown, was also known as Humphrev.'s Mill (Science Applications International 

Agency, Technology Services Company [SAIA TSC] 1994:143). The mill was built in 1862 

at a cost of $60,000 and in,itially held 12 stamps, a 20 ton capacity, and 12 employees 

(Ansari 1989:67; Kelly 1862:201; Browne 1868:352). It is depicted on Bancroft's 1862 

map (Figure 1). The 800-pound stamps were powered by a 40 horsepower engine. All 
machinery came from the Pacific Foundry in Sari Francisco. The mill used the·Hurigarian 

bowls process for·amalgamation, and did custom work for both gold and silver. 
Tregloan, Long, Johns, Nevins, Dunn, Hutchison, Goodrich and Carrick were proprietors 

and John Tregloan served as superintendent (Kelly 1862:201). 
In 1864, the mill had 12 stamps, 18 pans, and an 18 ton capacity (SAIA TSC 

1994:143). In 1865, the steam-powered mill had 14 stamps, 22 pans, ten employees, 
used five cords of wood per day, had a 20 ton capacity, and worked ore from the Empire 
Mine (Ansari 1989:67). J. Tregloan was proprietor and Sam J,ohns serv~d as. 
superintendent (Gold Hil/Daily News 1865:3). In 1866, in which year the mill appears on 
Hoffman's map (Figure 2), the Bank of California acquired the Swansea Mill {Ansari 
1989:67). At In 1867, the mill contained 12 900-pound stamps which were powered by 
a 4d horsepower steam engine that burned five cords of wood per day (Browne 
1868:352-353). The r:nill was located four and a.half miles from the mine, had a 20 ton 
capacity, and employed 14 men. Ore was processed at a cost of $2.75 per ton and the 

mill had 22 Knox pans {Browne 1867:356-357). In 186~, the mill had 16 stamps and 12 
pans and was powered by steam (Territorial Enterprise 1868:1). In 1869, the mill had 12 

stamps and ten pans (SAIA TSC 1994:144). 

In 1873, the _mill appeared on a government survey map .(Figure 3). In early 1876, 
the mill had 12 stamps and a 25 ton capacity, but lay idle (Ansari 1989:68; Powell 

1876:67). In 1878, Colonel CC. Stevenso_n relocated the Swansea mill, then known as 
Humphrey's Mill, to Bodie, California {Ansari 1989:68; SAIA TSC 1994:144). 

A Historic American Engineering Record report was performed in June 1980 at 
this site {HAER 1980). The map from this report showing the mill location is Figure 4. 

The following tables contain the full title history of the Swansea Mill {SAIA TSC 
1994:146-150). 
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Figure 1: Portion of Bancroft's 1862 Map depicting Swansea Mill in Gold Canyon 
{Bancroft 1862) 
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Figure 2: Portion of Hoffman's 1866 map depicting the Swansea Mill near 
Johntown {Hoffman 1866) 
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Figure 3: Portion of 1873 map depicting the Swansea Mill near Johntown {United 
States Government Surveys 1873) 
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Figure 4: Map showing the Swansea Mill as site #40 (HAER 1980). 
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1.3 HISTORIC PHOTOGRAPHS 

No historic photographs were identified. 

Repositories checked: 

Mark Twain Bookstore 
Nevada Historical Society 
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University of Nevada, Reno Special Collections 
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3.0 FIELD PHOTOGRAPHS 

Photo lOlC-00102: Swansea Mill site overview. Camera faces north (Mitch Gerlinger, 
05/07 /2012). 

Photo Log 

Mill# Photo Photo Description Direction Taken UTM UTM 
Number Date By Easting Northing 

59 101C- 5/7/2012 Overview N MEG 273280 4348113 
00102 
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59 - Swansea Mill - Site Location Map 
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59 - Swansea Mill - Survey Area Map 
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59 - Swansea Mill - Site Photo Map 
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Internal Site ID: 59 

APN: 

Street Address: 

City: 

Zip: 

County: 

Property Type: 

Elevation (ft): 

Township I Range I Section: 

UTM Location: 

Lat I Long Method: 

Mill Location Accuracy: 

General Location: 

Number of Stamps: 

Number Of Pans: 

Number Of Settlers: 

Year Constru.cted: 

Period Of Operation: 

Operation Type: 

Operation Capacity: 

Fate Of Mill: 

Year Removed: 

. I 

Mill Summary 

Swansea Mill Site 

016-121-029 

16-16-21 Frs2ne4;Frn2se4? /Adj 

Mound House 

89706 

Lyon_ 

Residential 

4805 

T16N R21E 516 

Zone llN, 273334.7457 E, 4348122.33 N 

Digitized From Internet Mapping Program. 
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Approx. - foe. based on best evidence & coord. obtained from Google Earth 

Gold Canyon 

48 

1862 

1862 - Late 1878 

Unknown 

25 

Removed to other location 

1878 
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Broadbent & Associates, Inc. 

Internal Site ID: . 59 

Survey Date: 

Surveyors: 

Is Survey Complete: 

Reason if Not Surveyed: 

Historic Basis: 

·Mill Remains Visible Comment: 

Distance From Mill To Nearest 
Residential Dwelling: 

Is Site Accessible: 

Site Accessibility Description: 

Are There Surface Remains: 

Evidence of Recreational Use: 

Amount of Recreational Use: 

Use Description: 

Is Mill Deemed Historic: 

Other Comments: 

Survey Summary· 

Swansea Mill Site 

5/7 /2012 

Mitch Gerlinger, Emily Dale, Ashlee Younie 

Yes 

Historical research and suvery. 

>1000' 

No 

Off of residential road outside of Moun.d House, Nevada. 

No; 

Yes 

Limited 

Periodical modern dumping. 

No 

None., 
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· Broadbent & Associates, Inc. 

Internal Site ID: 59 

Appendix E 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 

CULTURAL RESOURCES INVENTORY NEGATIVE REPORT 

BLM Office: 

BLM Heport Number: 

Organization/Field Crew: 

Project Name and Description: 

Project Area Total Acres: 

Surveyed Acres: 

Legal Description: 

County: 

Map Heferen.ce: 

UTM Reference: 

Records Check: 

Results of Previous Inventories: 

Recorded and Unrecorded Sites: 

Expectation: 

lnventor-y Date(s): 

Inventory Type: 

Findings: 

Prepared By: 

Carson City 

CRR-03-2638 

Broadbent & Associates, Inc. 

Comstock Archaeological Mill Site Inventory 

399.70185. 

0.70 

T16N, R21E, Section 16 

Lyon 

USGS 7.5' Virginia City 8'3 

Zone 11N, 273334.745.7 E, 4348122.33 N' 

I~ 

~ 

f;lj 

[;lj 

D 

N/A 

N/A 

BLM Records 

NVCRIS 

NR 

State Archive 

Other 

Swansea Mill Site 

5/7/20~2 
) 

Modified Class Ill Survey 

No mill resources were encountered during the inventory. 

The Swansea Mill site is located off of the Dayton Toll Road, closer to 
Silver City than Dayton. 

There are no surface remains, either structural or artifactual, that 
indicate the Swansea Mill was here or that milling operations took place on 

. site. 
Base.don. historical research and surveys of Humphreys Mill, the 

Swansea Mill, which was also known as the Hum preys Mill, was possibly 
located at the datum provided for Humphreys Mill (#58). 

Ashlee Younie 

Printed 12/17 /2012 



2.15 Swansea Mill 

The Swansea Mill was also known as Humphreys Mill and was situated below the 
Phoenix Mills, s-outh of Silver City (B-3;A002001) · (B-7;A002006) (B-8;A002005) 
(Map 6). Wheeler's 1876 Map and Lovewell's Map showed a Humphreys. Mill located 
in Gold Canyon north of the Excelsior Mill (B-l;A010546) (B-7;A012129). The 
Swansea Mill was situated on current tax assessor parcel number 16-091-13 (Map 
6). 

The title history starts with a deed, dated October 24, 1861, in which Thomas 
Smith conveyed to James Hutchison, John Tregloan; L. H. Long, George W. Dunn, and 
Samuel M. Johns, all members of the board of trustees of the Swansea Mill and 
Mining Company, a parcel of ·land " ... being the same premises .. ·.which the said 
Swansea Company [is] erecting and constructing a mill for crushing quartz. anther_ 
purposes". The millsite was bounded on the north by the. Chapin Mill property and 
on the south by the Excelsior Mill property (0-1). 

On October 28, 1861, a survey of land claim was filed by G. W. Dunn, John 
Tregloan, L. H. Long, Samuel M. Johns, G. F. Goodric:lge, James Hutchison, and V. 
T. J. Nevins for 8.50 acres including the Swansea Millsite. The survey of land 
claim shows the Swansea Mill (0-2). A survey for a toll road, performed in June 
1863, shows the location of the Swansea Mill (copy not ordered). 

In 1863, Kelly's Second Directory reported the Swansea Mill as owned by John 
Tregloan, S. M. Johns, L. H. Long and C. F. Goodrich and situated in Gold Canon, 
a short distance below the Dodge & Merchant Mill, and being on the main road to 
Dayton. The mill had 12 stamps, 18 amalgamating pans, and crushed 16 tons of ore 
per day (A-4;A008132). · 

Collins' 1864 Directory listed the Swansea Mill as owned by John Tregloan and 
s.ituated just below the Phoenix Mill. It commenced operations in June 1862, had 
12 stamps, 18 amalgamating pans and working 18 tons of ore per day (A-
13 ;A008015). 

John Tregloan conveyed all his interest in the Swansea Mill and millsite to H. 
J. Booth and G. W. Prescott on June 4, 1864 (0-3) . 

..('" 1)11> 
./t..' • .Y 'I"\ '7 The 

i..iv·1 -~ ylt.\V 16 

~o1110~1'~ no~ 
frti':> rt-tw"' 

State of Nevada granted a Patent to William Sharon for the SW~ NE~ of Section 
Tl6N, R21E, the location of the Swansea Mi.11, on January· 21, 1865 (Document 
ordered). It is not known if the mill was referenced in the patent. 

~ ') Oi) On February 23, 1865, H. J. Booth and G. W. Prescott conveyed the 8. 50 acres 
\~f V~~~ containing the Swansea Mill and millsite to John Tregloan (0-4). Less than four 

Cft.)rjjp months later, on June 5, 1865, John Tregloan conveyed the property to William 
~~ Sharon (0-5). 

~ ~~" 
""~~ 

The June 5, 1865 edition of the Gold Hill News noted the Swansea Mill as owned 
by J. Tregloan. It·· ha.d 14 stamps, 22 pan~ and crushed 20 tons per day (B-
14 ;A008572). 

\ . 
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In 1865, the Annual Report of the Surveyor General reported the Swansea Mill as 
being erected in 1862, having 14 stamps, 22 amal'gamating pans and crushing 20 
tons of ore per .day (A-10;A008364). . 

The 1866 State Mineralogist Report described the Swansea Mill as having 14 
.stamps, 22 pans and a crushing capacity of 20 tons per day (A-5;A008519) . 
. According to Eliot Lord's Comstock Mining and Miners, the Swansea Mill was the 
first mill to be taken over by ·the Bank of California, in May 1866. (A-
14;A021129). No title documents to support J that statement were located. 

( 

However, the March 9, 1866 edition of ,the Territorial. Enterprise carried an 
advertisement: "For Sale or To Lease; the Swansea Mill, in.good running order, 
situated about one-half mile be.low Silver City. For terms apply to the Agency 
of the. Bank of California" ~B-5 ;A008584). 

The January 21, 1868 edition of the Territorial Enterprise note.d the Swansea Mill 
as owned by the Bank ·of California and located in Gold Canyon, west of Dayton. 
It had 16 stamps and 12 pans (B-6;A008579). 

On May 7; 1868, William Sharon conveyed his interest iit the Swansea Mill and 
other mill properties to Union Mill and Mining Company (0-6). 

The 1869-70 Biennial Report of the State Mineralogist listed the Swansea Mill as 
having 12 stamps and 10 p_ans (A-11 ;A008529). 

The 18 71- 72 Biennial Report. of the State Mineralogist described the Swansea Mill 
as having 12 stamps, having a crushing capacity of 25 tons per day, but reported 
as being idle (A-7;A008442). 

According to the Comstock Historic District Commission, in Wassqn's 1878 Bodie 
and Esmeralda, the Swansea Mill became knoWn as Humphrey's Mill in the 1870s. 
This mil.l was moved and rebuilt about four miles below Bodie by Col. · G. G. 
Stevenson and others and became known as the Mono Mill (A-15;A019102). 

On November 17, 1876, D. W. Humphries and Abbie.Humphries conveyed the SW~ NE~ 
of Section 16, Lot 149 ( 8. 76 acres) and " ... all mill fixtures ... " to George / 
Emmett (0-7). 

Less than two years later, on January 3, 1878, D. 'w. Humphries, Abbie Humphries, 
nd George Emmett conveyed the SW~ NE~ of Section- 16, Lot 149 ( 8. 76 acres) and 

~ ... all ~ills, buildings, fixtures ... " to George Elder, G. G. Stevenson, and 
Philo Knapp (0-S). Also''on January 3; 1878, a se.cond deed was executed by the 

·same parties which conveyed the SW~ NW~ of Section 16, Lot 149 (8.76 acres) and 
" ... all mills, buildings, fixtures ... " (0~9). 

One year later, on January 21, 1879, G. G. Stevenson, and Philo Knapp conveyed 
the SW~ NE~ of Section 16, Lot 149 (8.76 acres) to Andrew Gharles (0-10). No 
mill or mill fixtures were referenced in the conveyance. The title search did 
not discover a conveyance from George Elder. 

Between 1880 and 1907, the mil1site was owned by individuals (0-11, 0-12, and 
documents not ordered). According to the 1907 tax roll, the SW~ NE~ was assessed 
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to the Nevada Mining, Reduction and Power Company and the property was described .as part of the Excelsior Millsite. 

On June 5, 1913, .as a result of a sale pursuant to a mortgage foreclosure, the Lyon ~aunty Sb~riff conveyed the Excelsior (Swansea) Millsite to R. M. Hotaling (0-13). R. M. Hotaling was. assessed for the property in 1919, 1920, 1922, 1923, and 192i. George H. Hotaling was assessed for the property in 1928. ' 
Minevada Corporation was asses~ed for the Excelsior (Swansea) Millsite in 1930, The property has b~en owned by and assessed to individuals since then (0-14 through 0- 25) . 

CURRENT ASSESSED OWNER 

Parcel No. 

16-091-13. 

The title abstract and title tree for the Swansea Killsite follow. The title docUJllerits are contained in Attachment XIV. 
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SWANSEA MILLSITE 

~ 

. 

•<r~~~.······· DOCUMENT 
...... INST 

•·· 
.. G~EE·/< > . PROPERTt 

.DATE .COUNTY 

• 
·.·,·n.ATE . · .......... • > aRAN'Toa· ·. &.COMMENTS .· .. ·.RECORDED PAGi:i·· NUMBER 

10-24-1861 Deed Thomas Smith James Hutchinson parcel upon which Swansea not stated CCR 280-281 (0-1) 
John Tregloan Mill and Mining Company in Deeds 2 
L.H. Long is now erecting a mill; document 
George w. Dunn parcel lies between 
Samuel M. Johns, Excelsior and Chapin 
the present board properties 
of trustees of 
"The Swansea Mill 

. and Mining 
Company" 

10-28-1861 Survey of G.W'. Dunn 8 •. 50 acres including the 11-14-1861 CCR 159-160 (0-2) 
Land Claim John Tregloan Swansea Mill Powers 

~ 

Samuel M. Johns 
L.H. Long 
C.F. Goodridge ' 

James Hutchison 
' V.T.J. Nevins ~ 

06-04-1864 Deed John Tregloan H.J. Booth parcel located 10-28-1861 06-06-1864 Lyon 019-020 (0-3) 
G.W. Prescott and Swansea Mill thereon Deeds D 

01-;-21-1865 Patent State of Nevada William Sharon swi... NEJ..; Section 16 06-23-1865 Lyon 404-405 Document 
Deeds F not 

ordered 

02-23-1865 Deed G.W. Prescott John Tregloan 8;5o acres and Swansea 03-21-1865 Lyon 511-514 (0-:4) 
H.J. Booth .., Mill ~ Deeds D 

.06-05-1865 Deed John Tregloai: William Sharon 8.50 acres and Swansea 10-31-1865 Lyon 847-849 (0-5) 
.. Mill Deeds D 

05-07-1868 Deed William Sharon Union Mill and Swansea Mill ana other 05-19-1868 Lyon 757-764 (0-6) 
Mining Company (CA Mill properties Deeds 27 
corp) 

11-17-1876 Deed D.W. Humphries George Emmett swl>.; NEJ..; of Section 16, 11-17-1876 Lyon 418-419 (0-7) 
Abbie Humphries Lot 149 containing 8.76 Deeds H 

acres and all mill 
' fixtures 

01-03-1878 Deed D.W. Humphries George s. Elder swi, NEJ..; of section 16, 01-04-1878 Lyon 563-564 (0-8) 
Abbie Humphries· c.c. Stevenson Lot 149 containing 8.76 Deeds H 
George Emmet· Philo Knapp acres and "mills, 

buildinqs, fixtures ... " 



SWANSEA MIL:. i'E (continued) 

, .. · 

GRANTEE···)/ 
.··DATE COUNTY COUNTY . DOCUMENT 

DATE < . ······xj:N~Tt ... GRANTOR· PROPERTY & COMMENTS ./ 'RECORDED •.. · . BOOK.· ....• .PAGE· · <NuMliik 
01-03-1878 Deed D.W. Humphries George s. Elder SW\ NW\ of Section 16, 01-16-1878 Lyon 564-565 (0-9) ' 

Abbie Humphries c.c.· Stevenson Lot 149 (8.76 acres) and Deeds H 
George Emmet Phii.o Knapp "mills, buildings, 

) fixtures ... " 
01-21-1879 Deed c.c. Stevenson Andrew Charles SW\ NEJ.; of Section 16, 01-21-1879 Lyon 676-677 (0-10) 

Philo Knapp Lot 149 (8.76 acres) Deeds H 

09-25-1880 Deed Andrew Charles Nicholas Charles SW .. NE\ of Section 16, 09-25-1880 Lyon 074-075 (0-11) 
Lot 149 (8.76 acres) Deeds J 

09-25-1880 Deed Nicholas Charles J.L. Campbell SW .. NE .. of Section 16, 09-25-1880 Lyon 075-076 (0-12) 
Lot 149 (8.76 acres) Deeds J 

05-14-1881 Deed J.L. Campbell Ah Li, Ah Fon, Ah SW\ NE\ Section 16, 06-22-1881 Lyon 164-166 document 
Luis Lot 149, Silver City Deeds J not 

ordered 

03-07-1888 Deed -
Ah Li, Ah Ah John Briggs SW\ NE .. of Section Lyon 215-216 document Fon, 16, 03-07-1888 
Luis and Company Lot 149, Silver City Deeds K not 

ordered 
07-20-1891 Deed J.A. Huntoon, John Briggs SW\ NE\ Section 16 10-26-1891 Lyon 140-141 document 

county Treasurer assessed to unknown owner Deeds L not 
ordered 

- 1907 - Tax Roll Nevada Mining, Excelsior Millsite being, 
- 1912. - Reduction and the SW .. NE .. & NW\ SEi., & 

Power c9mpany also 24.5 acres in NEi.,SE\ 
Section 16 

06-05-1913 Sheriff's D.P. Randall, R.M. Hotaling Excelsior Millsite, also 06-12-1913 Lyon 182-185 (0-13) 
Deed Sheriff, for Nevada known as Briggs Mill site Deeds s 

Mining Reduction (115 acres) 
and Power Company 

- 1919 - Tax Roll R.M. Hotaling Excelsior Mill 
- 1920 -
- 1922 - Tax Roll R.M. Hotaling Excelsior Millsite being 
- 1923 - the SW\ NE\ and NW\ SEi., 
- 1927 - ·Section 16 
- 1928 - Tax Roll George H. Hotaling Excelsior Millsite being ~ 

the SW\ NE\ and NW\ SEi., 
Section 16 



- 1930 - Tax Roll 

- 1935 - Tax Roll 
- 1936 -

- 1939 - Tax Roll 
- 1940 -

·- 1939 - Tax Roll -- 1940 -

07-24-1939 Deed 

- 1940 - Tax Roll 
- 1941 -

05-26-1942 Deed 

11-02-1944 Deed 

01-27-1961 Deed 

SWANSEA MILLSITE (continued) 

Charles Oster 
Lucille Oster 
W. H. Scott 
Bertha C. Scott 

C.B. Jacobs 
Mae Jacobs 

.•........ GRANTEE 

Minevada Corp. 

Wallace Benedict 

W.H. Scott 

Charles Oster 

C.B. Jacobs 
G.W. Walts 
Herbert E. Walts 

C.B. Jacobs 
G.W. Walts 
Herbert ·E. Walts 

G.W. Walts 
Herbert E. Walts 

G.W. Walts (husband G.W. Walts 
of Mattie P. Walts) Mattie P. Walts 

Mattie P .• Walts 
(widow Of G.W. 
Walts) 

Margaret Walts 
Ligon 
William A. Walts, 
Sr. 

PROPERTY & CO~~wrs 
Excelsior Millsite being 
the sw\.NE\ and NW\ SE\ 
Section 16 

Excelsior Millsite (104 
acres) 

1/2 Excelsior Millsite 
being the SW\ NE\ and NW\ 
s'E\ Section. 16 

1/2 Excelsior Millsite 
being the SW\ NE\ and NWi.. 
SE\ Section 16 

SW\ NE\ Section 16 
NW\ SE\ Section 16 
24.5 acres in NEi.. sEi.. 
Section 16 

swi.. NEi.. and NWi.. SE\ 
Section 16 
24.5 acres in NEi.. sEi.. 
Section 16 (total 105 
acres) 

swi.. NEi.. section 16 
N~i.. SE~ Section 16 
24.5 acres in NE\ SE\ 
Section 16 

1/2 interest in: 
SW~ NE~ Section 16 
NW~ SE~ Section 16 
24.5 acres in NEi.. SE~ 
Section 16 

. !:?~'!'~ .. 
RECORDED 

09..:.01-1939 

COUNTY · .. .COUNTY. 
ilooic · PAGE 

Lyon 
Deeds 30 

264-265 

06-11-1942 Lyon 558-560 
Deeds 31 

12-13-1960 Lyon 392-393 
Deeds 43 

1/2 interest in: 06-06-1966 Lyon 201-202 
SW\ SEi.. Section 16 Deeds 49 
NW\ SE\ Section 16 except 
one acre 
24.5 acres 

D.OCUMEN'l' 
. NUMBER .. 

(0-14) 

(0-15) 

(0-16) 

(0-17) 



SWANSEA MILL~.TE (continued) 

· LlLc / . ' : .:_: .. \: .. ·· 

.G~kE ·.·· ....• }\ 
· ~ROPERTY 

·. DATE .. COUNTY . 9oµN'I'~ DOCUMENT ..• 
i a:RANTolt. 

; ... ::::.::: ·.: .. •.• REcoRri:Eo · .... i:iooi . NtrMBER .... DATE• .. ··\·:..Ll'll::l'J.'.'>>·· >.:-::. ·>.· & COMMENTS' ... PAGE 

01-28-1961 Deed Herbert E. Walts Raymond E. Walts 1/2 interest in: 03-29-1961 Lyon 558 (0-18) 
Fern w. Caldwell swJ.; SEJ.; Section 16 Deeds 43 

NW~ SE;, Section 16 except 
one acre 
24.5 acres 

05-:19-1966 Deed Margaret Walts Margaret Walts 1/4 interest in: 06-06-1966 Lyon 203-204 (0-19) 
Ligon Ligon swJ.; SEJ.; Section 16 Deeds 49 

Bill A. Ligon, Jr. NW~ SE;, Section 16 except 
one acre 
24.5 acres 

05-19-1966 Deed William A. Walts, William A. Walts, 1/4 interest in: 06-06-1966 Lyon 202-203 (0-20) -
Sr. Jr. swi.. SE;, Section 16 D.eeds 49 

William A. Walts, NW;, SEJ.; Section 16 except 
Sr. one . acre 

24.5 acres 
04-24-1974 Affidavit William A:. Walts, William A. Walts, 1/4 interest in: 05-29-1974 Lyon Off 18809 (0-21) 

Of Death of Sr. Jr. swJ.; SEJ.; Section 16 Rec 
Joint NW;, SEJ.; Section 16 except 
Tenarit one acre 

- 24.5 acres 
04-24-1974 Deed Raymond E. Walts George A. Rose Southern portion of NEJ.; 05-29-1974 Lyon Off 18810 (0-22) 

Ann G. Walts SE;, Section 16 (mill not Rec 
Se born c. Caldwell on this port_ion) 

i Fern w. Caldwell 
William A. Walts, 
Jr. 
William A. Ligon 

. - Margaret A . Ligon 
(also known as 
Margaret Walts 
Ligon) 

' 
Bill A. Ligon, Jr. 
Sarah Ligon 

02-15..:1933 Affidavit William A. Walts, William A. Walts, 1/4 interest in: 02-23-1983 Lyon Off 73342 (0-23) 
Terminating Sr. Jr. swJ.; SE;, Section 16 Rec 
Joint NW~ SE;, Section 16 except 
Tenancy one acre 

24.5 acres 



SWANSEA MILLSITE (continued) 

DATE INST .GRANTOR GRANTEE \ PROPERTY & COMMENTS 
DATE 

RECORDED 
COUNTY . 
BOOK 

COUNTY 
PAGE 

DOCUMENT 
NUMBER 

02-28-1983 Deed of 
Correction 

Bill A. Ligon 
Bill A. Ligon, Jr. 
Margaret W. Ligon 

William Walts, Jr. Corrects "SVh SEV 
Section 16 in Deeds 49, 
Page 201 and thereafter 
to "SW'j NEV (see 43/392) 

10-10-1983 Lyon Off 
Rec 

81865 Not 
ordered 

03-02-1983 Deed of 
Correction 

Seborn Caldwell 
Fern Caldwell 

William Walts, Jr. Corrects "SW^s SEV 
Section 16 in Deeds 49, 
Page 201 and thereafter 
to "SW!j NEV (see 43/392) 

10-10-1983 Lyon Off 
Rec 

81864 Not 
ordered 

03-03-1983 Deed of 
Correction 

Raymond E. Walts 
Ann Walts 

William Walts, Jr. Corrects "SWij SEV ' 
Section 16 in Deeds 49, 
Page 201 and thereafter 
to "SW5; NEV (see 43/392) 

10-10-1983 Lyon Off 
Rec 

81867 Not 
ordered 

03-17-19.83 Deed of 
Correction 

James A. Neal, Jr. 
Peggy Ann Walts 
Neal 
Robert R. Walts 

William Walts, Jr. Corrects "SW5; SEV 
Section 16 in Deeds 49, 
Page 201 and thereafter . 
to "SW3j NEV (see 43/392) 

10-10-1983 Lyon Off 
Rec 

81863 -Not 
ordered 

03-24-1983 Deed of 
Correction 

Charles S. Caldwell 
Patricia C. Chick 

William Walts, Jr. Corrects "SW^s SEV 
Section 16 in Deeds 49, 
Page 201 and thereafter 
to "SW^s NEV (see 43/392) 

10-10-1983 Lyon Off 
Rec 

81866 Not 
ordered 

11-07-1983 Deed William Walts, Jr. SWi; NE^ Section 16 
NW3? SE^ Section 16 except 
one acre 
24.5 acres in NE*j SE^j 
Section 16 (designated as 
105.54 acre parcel on 
Record of Survey No. 
81815) 

11-10-1983 Lyon Off 
Rec 

81868 (0-24) 

05-25-1993 Affidavit 
of 
Surviving 
Joint 
Tenant 

SW5; NE*s Section 16 
NW^s SE^j Section 16 
2^.5 acres in NE^ SE^ 
Section 16 (total 105.54 
acres) 

05-28-1993 Lyon Off 
Rec 

161625 (0-25) 

- 1993 - Tax Roll Parcel 16-091-13 
SW^j NE^j and NW^; SE^; 
Section 16 
2 4.5 acres of NE^j SEV 
Section 16 

FX-6 Personal 
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Co. Even though from the exterior this sprawling facility appears JO be intact, its interior 
is reported t.o be fairly well dismantled. · The mill was closed by order of the War 
Production Board m 1942 and apparently operated for a short while in the late 1940s 
(Comp., 1980; Stoddard, 1950 41-42; Gerald~· ~artley, Jr., 1982, personal commun.). 

. . ' 
Other early mills in the Silver City area included the "Barrel Mill;" Bpckeye Mill, 

Golden Age Mill, Hom Mill, and Silver City Quartz Mill. In 1866 the Territorial Enterprise 
reported that a "Barrel Mill• was located in Silver 9ity between the Eastern Slope and 
Phoenix Mills, that it had 2 settlers and 4 barrels; and was for sale. The Buckeye Mill was 
described by the Gold Hill News in 1865, as having 10 stamps, 8 Wheeler pans, 4 settlers, 
and. a 40 horsepower engine; it was reducing 24 tons a day and tunning on ore from ·the 
Savage Mine. In 1871 the Golden Age Mill was built in Silver City to process ore from the 
Dayton Mine; at that time it had 5 stamps and a .10-ton capacity. The 1871-72 State 
Mineralogist's Report listed the Hom Mill as being located in Silver City and having 20 
stamps with a 40-ton capacity; no· further information was found on this mill. Kelly's 1863 
directory desc:ribed the s.ilver City Quartz Mill as being located a little above the Trench 
Mill in Silver City; costing about $35,000 and beginning operations in 1861; and having 5 
stamps,,a 35 horsepower steam engine, and a 10-ton-a-day capacity (GHN, 1865, May 9, 3:1; 
1871, Jan~ 8, 3:2; Kelly, 1863, 361; SMR, 1871-72, 100; TE, 1866, July 18, 2:4). 

Phoenix Mill No. l: Was located near the Eastern Slope Mill in Gold Canyon approximately 
1/2 mile below Silver City. It was erected in 1860 and in Kelly's 1863 directory was 
reported to be geared more for processing of gold than silver. At that time it had 16 
stamps, 8 of which were wood and 8 which were iron, and 32 Hungarian bowls; ran on steam 
power; reduced 20-24 tons a day; and employed 8 men. The Gold Hill News in 1865 
described it as having 16 stamps and 6 pans; using 4 1/2 cords of wood a day, and reducing 
22 toris of Crown Point ore in a day. In 1868 the mill was reported to be owned by the 
Bank of California, which was controlled by William Sharon (Bancroft, 1862, map; GHN, 1865, 
June 5, 3:1; Kelly, 1863, 362; TE, 1868, Jan. 21, 1:2). 

Phoenix Mill No. 2: Reported to have been erected in 1861 near Phoenix. Mill No. 1. In 
1863 it was described as having a main building .measuring 80 x 100 feet, a 72 horsepower 
steam engine, and 24 stamps with a capacity to crush 28-32 tons in 24 hours. On th(! 
premises were two stone buildings and several frame ones serving as an office, assay office, 
blacksmith shop, and employee residences; eighteen men were employed. In 1865 it was 

. reported to have 20 stamps and 34 pans, to use 6 1/2 cords of wood per day, and to process 
30 tons of ore a day from the Crown Point Mine. It was destroyed by fire in 1866 (Collins, 
1864-65, 317; GHN, 1865, June 5, 3:2; Kelly, 1863, 362; TE, 1866, Oct. 21, 3:2). . 

Dodge & Merchant Mill: Early mill located in Gold ·canyon below the Phoenix Mills at the 
junction of the Rock Point Mill and Dayton roads. Kelly's 1863 directory described it as 
having a 35 x 95-foot main building, a 16 horsepower steam engine, 8 stamps, a 12-ton 
capacity, and 14 employees. Its proprietors were E. K Dodge and S. D, Merchant. Collin's 
1864-65 directory listed it under the name of Merchants Mill and reported it to have been 
built in 1861 and to have 12 stamps, 8 wood amalgamators and 9 pans, a 15 horsepower 
engine, a 15-ton capacity, and J2 employees. In 1865 the_ Gold Hill News reported that the 
mill was closed (Collins, 1864-65, 318; GHN, 1865, June 5,.3:1; Kelly, 1863, 367-63). 

Swansea Mill: Was situated in Gold Canyon about one mile below Silver City and below the 
Phoenix Mills. It was erected in 1862 and at that time had 12 stamps and a 20-ton-capacity 
and employed 12 men. In 1865 it was described as a steam mill using 5 cords of wood per 
day, having 14 stamps and 22 pans, crushing 20 tons a day from the Empire Mine, and 
employing 10 hands. The Bank of California acquired it in 1866, and in the early 1870s it 
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was listed as having 12 stamps and a capacity of 25 tons but was idle. Later the mill was 
known as Humphreys Mill and was moved to Bodie, California in the late 1870s (Bancroft, 
1862, map;_GHN, 1865, June 5, 3:1; Kelly, 1862, 201; Lord, 1883, 246, pl. 3; SMR, 1871-72, 
100). 

Excelsior Mill: Reported to have been built in the early i860s about 1/4 mile below the 
Swansea Mill in the vicinity of Johntown. In 1863 Kelly described it as a "first-class mill." 
It was reported in 1865 to be run on steam, to have 8 stamps .and 12 pans, to use 3 cords 
of wood per day, to reduce 10 tons a day from the Yellow Jacket Mine, and to employ/ 9 
men. In the 1871-72 State Mineralogist's Report it was listed as having 10 stamps and a 
20-ton-a-day capacity. The mill was reported still to be operating in the early 1880s 
(Collins, 1864-65, 317; Comp, 1980; GHN, 1865, June 5, 3:2; Lord, 1883, pl. 3; SMR, 1871-72, 
100). 

Sacramento Mill: Shown on Bancroft's 1862 map as located in Gold Canyon above Johntown 
and below the Excelsior Mill. Kelly's 1863 directory reported it to have a 40 ·horsepower 
engine, 18 stamps, 12 pans for working both gold and silver, and a capacity of 30 tons a 
day. In 1865 it was described by the Gold Hill News as using 4 1/2 cords of wood a day, 
having 12 stamps and 12 pans, crushing 18 tons of Belcher Mine ore a day, and employing 
12 hands. In the early 1870s it was listed as having 12 stamps and a 25-ton capacity and as 
being shut down (GHN, 1865, June 5, 3:1; Kelly, 1863, 364; SMR, 1871-72, 100). 

Monitor Mill: Small reduction facility located at Johntown which was described by the Gold 
Hill News in 1865 as having 5 stamps and 5 pans, using 2 cords of wood per week~ reducing 
5 tons a day, and employing 4 men .. It was destroyed by fire in 1870 (GHN, 1865, June 5, 
3:2; TE, 1879,Apr. 12,3:1). 

Atlanta Mill: Lower Gold Canyon reduction establishment which was situated below 
Johntown and below the Sacramento Mill. In the 1869-70 State Mineralogist's Report it was 
listed as having 10 stamps and 6 pans. The Territorial. Enterprise reported in 1871 that the 
mill was installing 10 Parke pans for purposes of working tailings. The 1871-72 State 
Mineralogist's Report li~ted it as having. 12 stamps and a 25-ton capacity but to be 
inoperative. In 1873 it was refitted to work tailings exclusively, with a capacity of 30 tons 
of tailings a day and apparently operated in the 1880s (Comp, 1980; Lord, 1883, pl. 3; SMR, 
1869-70, 14; 1871-72, 100; TE, 1871, June 8, 3:1; 1873, Apr. 2, 3:1). 

Weston & Co. Mills: Situated in lower,,Gold Canyon approximately 1 1/2 t~ 2 miles above 
Dayton and originally known as Van Hom & Co.'s Mill, which Kelly's 1862 directory 
described as a water-powered mill with 6 stamps. Kelly's 1863 directory listed it as the 
Weston, Whipple, and Simon Mill. There were two mills in close proximity that went by the 
name of Weston & Co. Mills. Weston & Co. Mill No. 1 was a water-powered mill reported in 
1865 to have 10 stamps and 6 pans, to use 3 cords of wood per week, and to process 3'tons 
of ore a day from the Enterprise Mine. In the 1866 State Mineralogist's Report it was 
listed as having 10 stamps and 8 tubs and processing 11 tons per day~ The Weston & Co. 
Mill No. 2 was a steam-powered mill reported in 1865 to have 15 stamps and 9 pans, to use 
26 cords of wood per week, and to reduce 20 tons a day from the Enterprise Mine. In the 
1866 State Mineralogist's Report it was listed as having 15 stamps, 9 Wheeler pans, and a 
14-ton-a-day capacity (Bancroft, 1862, map; GHN, 1865, June 5, 3:2; Kelly, 1862,· 202; 1863, 
364; SMR, 1866, 149). . 

) 

Osgood & Co.'s Mill: Lower Gold Canyon mill reported to be located at thejunction of 
Holmes & Logan and Dayton roads. Kelly's 1862 directory reported that it had an 18 
horsepower engine, 8 stamps, and a main building measuring 3.5 x 95 feet. It used the 
Bertola process, employed 12 men, and Osgood and Chapin were its proprietors. It was also 
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12 750. : : :: ~:: :· c:: :: :·::::: :: :: ::~ ::~ :-: : :·: :·:·:::: :::::: Ir i;it,650 ·':.·· .•.. Central ciischarge!. . ' IO' r .... l,100 

~ :o~~~-- :··· ~------~;··:<'~·~··'..:-r· ·--,- ·---·.· 

3~ ·- .. : 
.5. .':lo, •.. 
6/,- .· 10. 

4.,J-- .. 
If .. io" 
6 
6 
.5 . ----·-
3 
5 
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R:EsdtHicks · or sTxft'its iNri 

Owners. Locati'on. 

~ ~ ....... -~-- .-..... · .............. · ...... •'· ................ -..... . 
~YON· COUNTY-~ 

·.· Eacon ··'··········· Lowe&Fair .............. Silver City ............. ,. .... 1863 
_,lJird,all& Carpente 'Birdsall & Carp.enter· ....... Dayt-0n ............. c; .••... 1860 
·.Cole &oCo ......... · .. Cole&. Co ................. Johutown ................... 18fi4 

Confidence.......... Confidence M. Co .......... Silver City ....•......•...... 1861 
-. Dayton No. i-. .... ·. Winters, Kiistell &. Co ..... Dayton ....• , .•••.•. · ........ 1861 

--,, Dayton .. No .. 2 (1) ... ···"··do ......... do ........... ; .. do.······.··--·········· 1864 
.'Daney ... :_ ... · •...... DaneyM. &.M.Co .......... 3milesfromDayt-0n., ....... -1863'· 
• .Eiigk; .... :: ..................................... SilverCity .................. 1864 
· ·.JEiwter!l.Slope ...... Stevenson, Winters & Co .. ·Below SilverCity .. ~ .. : ...... 1802· 

'Elitekn.:.~ .. ; .... ;_ .• Wheeler, Hurd & Dunker .. Carson River; near Dayton .. 1861 
.-Eic'cli;ror .....•.... John Briggs ................ John town: ........•......... 1861 
·-F;r8;n.k.li)?-~'·- .. .. ·--·.·: ·wm. Sbaron 1 agent ........ Carson River, nea.r Dayton ... 1861 
'Gci\'dJ:)afion Rednc- · Wni·. Sharon, agent ........ ·Silver Clty .................. 1861 

·ti.on JYor~.s. 
· c·ol.~Ii)!J&g'le ...... -. :O-Neale, Rule & Co........ Carson River, near Dayton .. 1861 

t~;:r~'.~!~~~~~:!:· ::~J;~11~~~l~;~:: :: : : : : :::: ::~~: ::: :: : :: :~~:::: :: : : : mr 
?iioni_tor . ........ ·-·-.-~--. _· Hirschm~n·& Co: ........... Gold··Cniion, near Dayton .... 1865 

·Ophir (Nerr) ..... : .••. Opjlir S. M. Co •........... 

1

. CarFou River.: .............. 1864 
P.h_cenixNo: l'(l) ... .,·Reil.tsch&Berton .......... Below Silver·City .....•... : .. 18fil 

. Pion eel'_ (l). ;; __ -.· ... -. : ·sh_~l._dotj: .. & Hir:k~k ... .. ___ . S~_l.ve_f ·city - -<~ ·: -.- .. L...... 1861 
.Sacrameut_o (!) ··:,. :" _Hou,nt_,_ 'i17oodmff & Co ..•... 

1 
J.ohntowu . . • . . . . . •. . . . . . . • . . 181il 

S?-n F-1'3.n_ct~co: ... - . _._ ·Cb~l~s. ~c~_ad_..- . . · -·- .. ~ ~ ...... 
1 

Ca.r~on River, near D.aYt?n-.. 1861 
. SwaDseli . ...... · .. ~ -~ .. ·w..- ~~a~on;:·~enl.._:.:--.~ ·.· ... J~hiifowD: .. ·~-·- ....... · .. ,; .... --- .1862. 

. ·-.. · . 
WEST OF TH--E. :ROC~Y MDUN:f:.:tfil·S. 

· -ftj~:J~ring ilbe year 186>6.'.c....Gontin .. ueiL 

357 

PANS. 

-~ E 
.3 .. .§· 

0 g. ·o· c ~ E-<' I« ~ 

~ 
~ l'! 

t 0 0 

:§ ."( c ~ u 
~ ril 

•to 
;ii < 

-·---.. -.-.. - .. -.-.----------- ----. --- ---.-

.•...... ; .......... ·····2'" 8 ._ ...... : ~ ............ ,._........... ...... .--~ 
·····•···· ··•····· ······.······ .-······ 1,Aoo 

········~· :::::::: (2) : ··-··-~- :::::::::: ::::::1 ~~ 
······-· ·····-~- :::::::::: ::::::1 -~~~ 

.••••••.. ...•.. 8 :::::::: ······4· ·····-~- :::::::::: ····2·i ~gg 

· :::i: '" ii -,~ :<l : H ····:;•·:o ···:·u J ·~~ 
200.- :::::::: ~("i)""'24" :::::: ...... , ................ ,.. ~ :~:::::::: :::::: l;igg 

~~.: .. ~~-~.:.~---~--~---~--~- :_. :_. :_:_:_ :_ :_ :_ :_ :_:_;_ :_ : : :1

1

:2 ~:: : ~~ ~ ~~~~ ~~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ > -~;::.: T .. · · .. 2· :'.~{:::: ~: : : : : ~: ::m 
- -- .......... ........ ·-······.·····.··-·--- ···.-2· > .·1.,:305 

160 • ......... ·-··-·-··· 15 ··--·---·· ........ (l) ~· ····-··· :::::::::: .•••.. 300 

~ .. m:2 '"::Jl(L ,: : , "' l : ;, ; , l:i, 
-···-·'' .... ·- -. -.... -- . . . .. -so , .· iw lO (3J i ........ 2. :::::::: ...... i ....... i. .......... Boo 

·;~ ......... :::::::::: ... ii"···-······ (2) 1 4 i ~gg 
JT. ·----~:-i:::::::::: :::::: ........ 9. :::::::: =2~~~~-1- _ .. __ i:ooo 
:~8(i . 27 j-3o5 91 - 93 j 9 101 . n =· . a . · 21), _s20 

4 2· 1 .• , ••••••..•••••. ·----~ --· 

~b :::::::::: :::::::: (2) ,1g 5 -~~! .... ~. ···-~- 1,i~ 
- .•.. 4 .• :::::::::: ...... 8. 5 3 .......... ···-·· 650 

. .. • . •. . . . . .. . • . . . (2) n (3) 2 ..... , . . . . . . 500 
··-····· .••••. 8 4 3 ~gg 

~;.;,;;: :;;;m- ;;;;;;;1;28;; :_~_-_·:~_-i_:_.;;;;;;-;;f; H~~~~ :(:l:)::T ::::::i:)1/'.'.T/( l.~~~--
5 .......... 2 2 ~ ..................... ··-.--· 500 

(1) 7 6 ........ ···--··· ................... ····-· 1600 

500 
500 

!2.~ 
i5 

i, ~r:o 
5:·0 
550 
550 
500 
6()0 . 
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) 

.· .. _.,;<.:.>·:.:.: . 

. nl;:J (t),,'~n;a th:bfo<$ ~.:t>:t:'~')~~~I. ;"/, "'®"';; now~~ 
•... 

0

w@~tii~1r(1j~~~foV~rtf6i8~ a~d Gol~E£iu. fater Co~paujes; also;ipiiys '· ,f' 

c(~.-.fin·j. ~Ah¥.~n·a. H·d. ~<JJe. ra.()D'.~·.· ... w·o .. r. k.~.· g ;ooJ .. t. o~. p. ,e,.:, T(loJh wet;' fqur f~.·M.fJ ...•... ;. 
bar.i;&fs 'fol!lrnjg 11·0 tol)s iffr, .·• .. . ·· . c.. · . '-' · • •.. · · · ·•· · .. '' • 

.. · ··.Cr1···ic. !"· . .I' .. ~. ·,;·4· (l )4-j.u.~t··.d;1ii.mantl~. --~ ... ;. ·.,:.tin~. j~e ,\JBeq)o <lrat*.·ri)iile. ' . ,\:. ··/. !.· 
. CoJ,iJr.l(l~l3ce~)dleJo"!flev~n}ti'?P~hs ou~t s,tl!fted~1_1g{ltil1!- ·. · <•. )•~: 

""· l)m1c,l~~ (l)cr: lO;rn~h cyJu:i,der; iWrlllfQ ~lrn!ij!l,_ ~ti. P.l,&~. p1rn;i• . . . .. .·.:· . . >;, h 
E11ip.irij.•N}: l. (l)-diD:Cteas1n'¥ sta11111s to 21; capac1t.J' to b~ 40 tuns, per. dl\r! JP 

H) ,!Pel\ . :W,~~~le(l p!lqs. . .. • · .. . . . . . . , . . . · · . , : : 
iif'?P .N:R~:~:w~~~1c1-~~l!~~4t()fs !in\! tw9 s4qrnps for hreaking. . . . : _-;·:('. 

;.• )ff tt~("~~~~f11r4ti'~~fS:':.~:. ' . : ' . . "' ,\ ·!:\· 
• · ... · . /et'$liiilf (J:)..:.f::.iV'i;tJ,t,Ml1a'tp.:~11amb1Jrs. · .. ,·; ...... · . . . . ·, 
•.<!iil:i!~f8,<f/?.l, ., ~1]l,;;q\1.&:1';0\J,t thl'l tlJb,le d¢~jgqa~es 1 }3!al~e's, lji'ealpi'r.iJ. 
":M~t"'P9~1'- .].. · · Alse: 01•, oresI!s.cl1)lll stam.p, \2} 11uge. 

,,~~~Ft .... ·· ·~~-~1 f(~i\,_v,l~ii:J·l)ans.:. ··. ·, • . . ,,, 

/rA/tifo/u7filfJl~~~l'lll).l/.l! b~il;lg illcrea~e>'i"to )9; .cap_!\C)ty to 26'!9.Illi J?C.r .<foi;: . 
· · -~~e c0~d~; ridd:iIJ~ e~g4t, improyed Wbef)ler paI1sr four settlers hnd one a1 

.('1:}~8-foot $ettJ'{TS• · . · ··. · · .. ·· · · ' · 
{~tirnil1,(l)+llihn'ch c;flitider; (2}7:f6~J_pans •. · · . . 

. ,· . 'Si ('i)""+One <ix'tr~ pan a.rid ~ettl,er fo1· t{l1hpgs an;d onci: barrel. 
·.~··. ~gitl~s'~;(.1)·.·,;-.· N .. ·°' .. t·. ~\l}1.n .. il'lg-for four. ll'jontJis~. . ,;;, .,Whir~¢.!) .. Wheel~r, -

. ,,, ' · · ... lt'iJ~p~,,C:l:l-;-t:Im!ii;o.}'.aj. . . : ·.· ..... · . . ·,. ., 
$4'.VenYb1t (I ft-4Bt~1nch cybQdN·; (2):Howland's rotary hattcry; 

al111:tlE!!ttU{rvl'l' n'\7~ tlrnB'pej< dfiy.; (3)!Hnall, ·.· ' . 
} :.Sticcor fl),-,.-~4 .W itkeI~e flat-qottomed pans. . . .. 
{~~!''~i~ (H"'.·'(8.µrnt and. rebu.i/~ in 1863; (2) siµall PMl ancl s.ett!et. 

;~t.~~f~ ' , . LYON Co.ti.N'l'Y. 
); . '. ·· ... '': '.' . ·' . : .. . . . . 
·ef.4. a.k (~J;,.., .. :•··•.Mmi .. $pg,ooo.L}it~ll •. $ 10,SJOQ; t.o.t!\J, $JGi>,ooq •. ~ 

e.ntl\¥ (2)...,,J;i;.aEge~i;zed "Ylie~ler. , . . . . ,. 
UI0,1!\ Ng': li.fl):c;.;i"ourof th_ese ~or ~roapecting; (2) 8-foot settlers ; (3) !{~d. 
)p~.)Y,d'. .. ~(l)::":'fvvlJ roast~ilg furnaces. · . . . , : . .,, 

•· . cr11\ §l11pi!J1 )7Tun,r;ge. • . . · .. · 
E.f!t-.. r.'.~.ka,.J(l} .. '-'-... • .. B.· reak 8. o.·• tons par···day .. · •. ., a:·'C; ih.iJ4tt~~t W1xfk* {l)'-'-'-5.'fQ.Ot pan~. . . . . 
Irfi,pefifi/."kocT(Pt. (1)+7-foot tulis an.a settlers; (2)'breil.kcr; latge si~e. 

·fi'ili!'ntx N<t. l ( I).L'c.Eight tllbs aildWh~l'et pans. · ·· . . 
Pioneer (J )-15 tub.ii andW!ie.ele.rJ!latllk · 
Sacramento (1)~12 7-foot iron pa{ili~ ·. . .. 

. ,Swan.sea ( l}--6.foot t\l.bs and one prospecting battery anil pau. .. . . , , .. ·;::' 
Trc11i:l1 (1)~16 flat 7-foot pans, one E1Xcelsior ancl two Wh,eeler and ll11ndal,1 ~~hd 

. Wes.ton's (Steam)-(1)-Worked but about J ,000 tons of Comstock ore tbiii ye~'i'.i 
abqut $3 ~eiton. . . , . . . . ;\ 

·Wes(~~ s (Water)'-·( I )-Six fiat-bottomed pans; has run bn.t little this yei11· for W!l.\I 

.. • • . . . . . o""m ,,;,.,. . . . . ,·~~ 
Meri;l.n.~t(l)'-. :AJs?; ono prospecling'battery and pan; (2) large. 
Mezic;dn {l )~Four fllrnaces and 10 barrels. . 
~:ivian (J),....Haiiscom's. · 

WASHOE COUNTY.· 
.Manlu1tt1n1. (1 )~J6 paps. . . 1 .. 

. OphiT (l)-Working bnt 36 stamps:--Freiberg process-nillle fumacos. 
Reduction Work~-"-24 arua!garbatibg barrels.· 
Te.tnelec ( l )-,Large. . ·. . , . . , .; 

··'Washoe Valley (l)'--' Wheeler 12-feet ·breast;· i"till capacity about 300 horse,p0w 
Reduction Works~40 stamps used for Ji'reiberg precess, ancl20 for wet; (1ight:fti 

2 O burrels for dry procebs ; four 'Wheeler nnd Randall's pans Jtior wet ; four inoroY. 
to be introduced; (2) Blake's improved saw. · · 
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17J .~?:'\ti'..\ \1-rL-- f2.-~--P o?...::T- c7 1~= ~rn-2:. .-~ 
- REPORT OF THE _- f'-_! 2 v· lrl) lt 

BELCRER. I ~~;hq .,... I 6''7 {) 
; W'thin the past two years twenty thousand tous of. ore, yielc1ing

1 
of an 

'.: 
1 rre $17 e; ton ho.ve be_en obt11inecl from this mme, nearly al roro 

~-aver!o er le~els. The deepest openings. a1:e eight hun~·ed and ~fty feet 
~~o!lhe surface. .At this depth the vem is nearly baneu, showmg only 

!traces of gold and silver. 

LUCERNE MINE. 

;\ This min~ is situated ne~r Devil's Gate, Silver City, southeast from Gold 
. Rill It is opened by a shaft ancl tunnels to the depth ~f .three ~hdre.d 
'-- f t · The vein' is well c1e£.ned ancl the walls have clay limngs9 e ore 
{ ee duces on an average $10 per ton. ~he bi:IBon assays S3 50 per ?un~e 
·': pro ilver and $6 50 in gold. The ore 1s easily reduced, ~nd the mme is 
:, ~o~ked Without difficult:f. The vein ~p~ -ea~t ab?ut 45_ . The country 
;':. Iock on the west is gTamte; on the east it is propolite. _ 
.. -- - -- ~o .~ 

_;'. -~ -
0 WALLER'S DEFEAT, BT. LOUIS, SUCCOR, 

"' the . mines are o-n the same vein, ancl are work~d very similarly to 
: i. :a~w:ei~e, a:r@have thesame. chamct~pstics ancl_ productivene8,s. • 

- j --
; LYON COUNTY: 

. · - --• -- -- -- 1 esources described in my last -report as peculiar fo this 
The natura r "' b t little chancre. Some developments have be&n 

cou:;yb~vfu~!~~~:~re~ not po.rticularly marked. - Public schot~lbsl and 
ma ' - . ered and some iropl'ovements are percep i e. 
ch:fh:~~~:le r~~~~~r~~)he popular vote, at the last. generai elet~iont~t 
six hunch·ecl and thirteen, being two hunclred and e1ght(len ess an e 

vote cast ~o J'.ears aJ~~ Valley District; three miles west from. Dayton, 
ha;:er=~~ ~ecetveclo som~ attention-se:vertl~ abandotnded c.~alDlS have 

- 1 · d · a ·u with-ten stamps is bemg erec e . 
been re O?~te G~~ Di:Uct ore of a low· grade is being extracted from 

In Devils eke e and other mines. These mines wer~ :i-ever developed 
_the Hope, Bu y ill robabl roduce large quantities of ~re. 
to a ~~iat extehnt,fiand "'. t p 'vileygeps afforded by the Carson River, and 

Owina to t e ne wa er pn . C t th 
the facilities of access ~o t~e mines, principally m Storey oun y, ere 
o.re a large number of()nills m Lyo:o; County. 

The Atlanta has ten ste7ps and su. :rans. 
The Birdsall ho.s thirty stamps ~J1d forty po.us. 

-- . The Bacon has twenty stai'ups and ten pans. -
. The Carson Valley has twenty stamps and ten pans. 

~ ..... The Daney.-has twenty s~amps and ten ~ans;, , -
Dayton Reduction has six pans. _ -
DeVil's Gate has twelve stamps and ten pans. 
Excelsior has ten st!1mps and tw~nty paIJ.s. 
Eureka ho.s twenty stawps o.nd eight pans. 
E crle Mill has two pans and four arastras. 
F~~nklin has ten stamps and four pans. 

0 

· STATE :IIL'!ER.\LOGIST. 

Hope has teu sto.mps and six pans. . 
Isl!incl has ten stn.mps nncl four pans. 
Illinois has twenty stamps and sh: pans. 
Keystone has five stamps and six pans. 
Kelsey hns fl.fteen sto.mps o.ncl six pans. 
Pioneer has fifteen stamps and ten pans. 
Phcenix has fifteen stamps and te,n pans. 
Rock Point has fifty-six stamps ancl forty-three pans. 
Swansea bas twelVe sto.mps and ten pans. · --
Sacramento has fifteen stamps and eight pans. 
San Francisco has ·ten stamps aiicl eight po.ns. _ 
Sherman has five stnmps ::ind four pans . 

· Tailings Mill has two pans. ' : - - __ , 

. ~ . ' ' 

Woodworth has twenty~four stamps and twelV.e pans. · . 
Winter's has two stamps, two pans ancl two ara$tras. 
vVeston has fiften stamps and nine pans. __ . - --
French has twenty stamps and eighteen pans. · 

15 

,,1'!. 
"'·• 

·. ·:: 

The copper mines, twenty-five miles southeast from Dayton, are not 
worked. - .. _ . ;:.::c;;:1 ,!.G~~>.;·l.'.'-·': ,,,;_ .. :c:;- ... 

. This tunnel was.- ~ommenced -fu-IS69, and ha~ , b~e~' -- prosecuted" wjth 
commendable energy. It is riln westw_ard from the face of the foot-hills 

-n,orth of Dayton, so as to intersect_ the_ Comstock ledge at right angles at 
the depth of two - thousand one hunclrecl and seventy~two feet. - It has -
been driven sixteen hundrefi ap.d fifty feet. .A stream, affording about 
twenty~five inches of water, :tlo-w:s from it. · No valtiab.le veins of ore have 
as yet been found. . _. ' - : · , .•. _ _ - ' : _ '. _ 

- .It is proper to state; :tho.ta 'large _number of :the mills ar.s 'notrunning, -
the supply of oreha-ymgceased. -_ -_. , - . -·•";> ·•: __ _ - --.- --

. ..~.. . . . . . . .- -· .. •. :... . -. .:: :. ' -·· : . ... ~ ... :.. .... ·, '. . ' . 

0 

CHURCHILL COUNTY. 

There has been but little progress in the develop~ents of the natural 
resources of this coiinty within the past two years. -The completion of 
the Central Pacific Raihoad withdrew the trµ.vel and: tran$portation al-. 
most entirely from the Overland Mail Roacl;-consequently business ceasecl, 
and many of the stations alo:r;$ that road have been o.bap.cloned. The 
agricultural lancls along the Uarscm River and abo,ut the Carson Lake 
and Sink have produced well. _ · •- _ : _ . : · -. . 

The P?Pular vote of ·the cou11:ty at the lo.~e genero.l electioi;i was eighty
seven; suty-f?ur votes less than, were cast m November, 1808. 

The soda mme, near Ragtown, lrns been opened to the clepth of tw_elve 
or :fifteen feet. It is situated iri' a'small busin on the southwestern border 

-__ of _the desert surrouncli_ng the _s-lfi}t'of _the Cars9n ,and Humboldt Rivers. 
-_ Th_e1:e is a pond or s_m_all lake n.e~1: by, perhaps three quru:ters of a mile in 

length and from a qmi.~ier to paJ:f. a mile in wicltli,. and said to be, of great 
·~ depth. . . ~ ; . -_ : · _ -. _ _ -_ --- _ - - -.- . _- • _ 

· The water collects in the soda basin 'during. the rainy _season,~aud after-.. 
ward gradnally evaporat~s, leaving the socfa beautifully crystalized over a 
space of from oue to two 'o.cres in ex.tent. From the developments recently 

_made, it seems that this deposit hns o.n unh.-nown depth, and consists 



LYON. COUNTY. '{2 
;;;; ,)o"-1~.1~ / cf:: .TtJE: _.;s-:rrrr.?:;: 
~ T f •. - LYON COUNTY. f\/\ 1 wsP 7 Lo~, 1 _&,....1 ____ --,-____________ _ 

;;;...ile-ce-ss_n_r_y_t_o_. s-i~-k-· -se-v-er_a_l_h_u_n_d_rc_d_f_e-et_fu_r-th_.e_i·_t_o_o_b_ta-in-th-e-sa-'m-'-o f\JE---\[fj Vf) I fS: ·1 I ~) l f:S"l/._D_ E. ·v· IL'S GATE DIS.TRICT 
l. Powerful· hoisting worlrn hnYo boon erected at ench one of tho 
a. In.No. 2 a ln.r.ge.amount of' ·wnter has been encountered. When 

pumps are allowed to stop it rises to within three hundred feet of. 
sarface. , A large machine ·sbop hns Leen cr~cted at Sut1'0 for the 
ufacture of all tbe mnc.hinery to be used by t·ho company. Thero is 
here a store supplied with everything necessary for use at the dlf· 
~ works.· These are issued us they are needed. The formations. 

ugh which. the tunnel has pnssed so far, arc: for the :fil'st seven bun. 
and :fifty .feet, conglomerate; then trachyte three hundred nnd 

ty feet; after this a belt of clay one hundred and fifty feet; aud 
comes one tbousn.nd seven hundred and fifty feet of porphyry; 

n three hun<,lred and. ten feet of trachyte. Itis calculated. that the 
el will be completed to tho Comstock Iode in from two to two and n 
years from the I?resept time,. providing, rio u.nlooked for obstacles 

.met with in. th.e proseini.tion of ~he ·work. · · · · 
• ••• • • ... > • ' •••• ;. 

. '·; ~:.·:~ • ::~, '· : .~! .: :. 

··:.·.". -.... 
. ; ~ : ·.: 

. e f~ilowing.list of qµartz and tailing miil~ wa~ made by Mr. George. 
. Facl.d.en, County.Assessor: . . . ·. . .· . ·. . . . ..... 

Name; 
··:··· .. ··-. .. 

I .·· .. / 
: f .•.. ~ituati6n •.. ·1.·.0apn~ity, I· Stum· .. P .. s •. : I Condition~. 

:·.·.tons •. 

vil's Gate; .. :.~ ... · .....• :::.~ ... Silver City ...... ' · 24-
rieer ;;;;.:;:: ... ;,,.~.;.; .. ,.;. Silve1' CTty;~-... ; • 30 
on:.~ .•.... >.: .. ,; ........ :, .... $ilve1; City; ..... · 40 

ench ;;;~ .. ;: .. ,; .. ;'. ........ ; ... Silver City .... ,. : 40 
Horn ..•....... ,.:;;: .... ;, ........... Sil~er City; ..... ' 20 
· · sey .. : ..• : ... ;,; .. : .• , .. ,.: ..... :. Silv.er City ...... · 30 

deii 4,g(C~.:.;.;,.;, ......... Silver City...... · 10 
e .. :~: .. ; •••••.•• : .•• '.,.:; .. ; ... Silver City.'."'.' 20 
elsior~ ....... ; ...... ; ......... : Gold Canon..... 20• · 

'rniuento .. :.: .. , ..... : ....... : G~ld•Canon .... ,. 25 
~wansea.~;.:,;~;;;: ... ; •.•.••. ; .. ;. GoJd!Gailon' ...•. : 25· 
Hlantii.;;,,; •.. ~:~.; .. ;.·,:;: .... ;: Gold Canon..... 20 
K'eystone- .... : .. ;; .. ,;.;~ •. ,;,.,,:; Gold'Cafion ..... · 30' 
Eureka::~.: .• ;;,;;.; ..... ;; ........ Carson River... 120 
Franklin: .. , .. ;,;;,,.;,; ....... : .. Carson River... 40 
W'oodwbrth: ... ; ... :-,.;; ......... Carson River .... : . 48 
Taland~ ... i •.... ; .... ~ .. ;i .. ;.·,.; .. ;, Carson·:River.: •. · 20" 
Carson.Valley;: ........ , ..... : .. Carson River... 300 
Desert'.;;'.;,.,;~-... ;·;; .... ; ......... Carson River;;'. : 25' 
.:Birdsall'&.Co:.: ... ;:~.; .... ; ..... Dayton~ ....... , .. • 300· 
Reservoir· .. ;·; ..•••••. : •. ;:.~.; •.. ; .. Dayton .... ; ..• :.. 50 
Rock Point:.; .. :.: ..• · .• ~ .. : .. ; ... Dayton·: .......... ;· 112' 
s'pring"Valley ...... ; ..... : ....... Spring Valley ... : •. 20' 

12 
15 
20· 
20 
10 
15· 
. 5-. 
10 
10· 

. 12 

running 
running:. 

·running 
runnipg 
running 
running 

·running. 
. runn~ng· 
·:running 

idle 
12· idle' 
10 running. 

Tailings. ranning 
60 running·· 
20 running· 
24· runningr 
10 idle: 

Tailings. running: 
Tailings. running, 
Tailings. running 
Tailings. running. 
: .· 56 . idle-· 

:p1rney·;,,;;;:.., .. ~ ........... ; ..... Spring Valley ... · 30 · · ,,. v · · · · I• 

10 ··running· 
15 idle· 

.. ,:: . 

. . ·. ~, - . 

• 

' . 

r . 

1· i . 

Is situated in Gold C:iil.on. Silvor City is about its ccntrn.1 poi 
. mines here were wo~:ked SAVorid year:> ago, bu~ for u. long t: 
· wo1·e idle, and somo of them abillldoned. Work, howevei·, J 
resumed here lutcly, and the prospect:> of this district nevc. 
more encom·nging t.hnn the present. 

DAYTON • 

This mine is located in Silver City, on the south side of th1 
The old works on this niine aro a tunnel, in which a shaft was s 
hundred feet. A new shaft has been stiu·tod, which has reached 
of one h,undred feet. Now steam 'hoisting woiks nre to be erec1 
it·iu the Spring. Ore from this mine is extracted in sufficient qu 
'to keop the Atlanta .Mill-ten stumps-constantly running. Th; 
of the earliest locations in tho district. N oLhiog was done on 
number of yeal's. Dul'ing tho pu:>t Summer work was resumed-

. wqrks clean?d out, and a new· shaft commenced • 

BUCKEYE. 

This mine is located ono mile east of Silver City, in Long's Rav 
is al:io one of tho old locations .. Steam hoisting works ha\·e beer 
here, but everything was ab:1ndoned, and nothing done for a lon

1 
Two years ago work was resumed, and new ste!l.m hoisting worli 
erected. · An .incline is down a distnnce of six hundred feet. Tm 
.Horn and Rope, each ten-stamp, are supplied with ore from thie 
Wator in considerable quantities is fonn<l, requiring an eight-inch 
to keep the mine clear. .'I'his water is carried by flumes around to 
·Cit~, ~nd supplies the Bacon and Trench Mills.• ·. . 

coo.K A. GEYER. 

... This m'ine is located about three quarters of a mile north of 
City. A great amount of work wr1s done on .it last Summer, and ti 

. obtained·here kept the Franklin .Mill running. It has been idle f 
'fast three months, but wo1·¥: will soon be resumed again. · 

DA.NEY• ,, 
... i 

This mine hns been abandoned. Some good ore was here nei 
··surface, and worked out years ago.· Since that time hundreds of 
·sands of dollars have been ·expendod in pl'Ospcctia rr for other bod 
. ore, but nothing of any consequence hns been fotfnd. WorJ.-: hns 
stopped and renewed agii;in several :times. During the excitement o 
'Sp.rin~ the.owi;iers were again inspit·od with. the hope of finding 1 
thing m t.h1s mme., but after several months of work they have gi• 
np and will remove the hoisting works and other materfol of value 
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SloJANSEA MI LL. HUMPfiREv'1s 

10. STATE COUNTY NAME, 

COUNTY l•••:•:•:.:•»'l/•'>•i•T»» Lyon 
11. SITEADDRESS(STREET & NO) 

Gold Canyon 

EASTING 

2 7 
EASTING 

15. CONDITION. 70 0 EXCELLENT 710GOOD 

CITYNICINITY 

Silver City 

72QFAIR 

CONG. 
DIST. 

lJNHL 

QCONF 

13. SPECIAL FEATURES(DESCRIBE BELqWJ 

0 INTERIOR iNTACT 

SCALE 0 1:24 0 1:62.5 

QDTHER 

SCALE 01:24 0 1:62.5 

OOTHER 

73 0 DETERIORATED 74QRUINS 75l!fUNEXPOSED 

16. INVENTOAIED BY ,A.FFILIATION 

Rebecca Herbst / .1980 Comstock Project _ HAER Historian 
l/~Ri"PTi'0N· AND BACKGROUND HISTORY, INCLUDING CONSTRUCTION DATE(S). HISTORICAL DATE(SI. PHYSICAL DIMENSIONS. 

MATERIALS. EXTANT EQUIPMENT. AND IMPORTANT,BUILDEAS. ENGINEERS. ETC. 

QHABS 

OsTATE 

CITYNICINITY 

QHAErt-1 QHAER QNPS QCL6 

0 COUNTY 0 LOCAL 0 OTHER 

QEXTE.RIOR INTACT QENVIRONS INTACT 

QUAD 
.NAME 

QUAD 
. NAME 

760 ALTERED 820 DESTROYED 85QDEMOLISHED 

DATE . I .June 1980 

The Swansea Mill was built during the early 1860's in Go~d Canyori, orie irille ·below Silver City on the main ro~d 
to Dayton. The 11iill was equipped with twelve double-stem starirps;--TSpans'and a 40 hp .. steam engine of 12 inch . 
cylinder and 3 foot stroke. In 1865, under the ow·nership of J. Treg1loan, two stamps were added and the mill was 
working 20 tons of quartz per day from the Empire mine. f:)~nersbig was transfered to the Bank of Califarnia.jn, 
ifay 1866, the first mil.l acquired for their milling monopoly (soon to be formed as the Union Mill and Mining .. 
Company). By 1870, the mill capacity had been increased to twenty stamps. During 1878, then known as the Humphrey's 
Mill, tl1is mill was moved and rebuilt about four.miles below Bodie by Col. C.C. Stevenson .. The 11 Mono Mill" had 
4 stamps with a capacity for 8 and crushed ore froin the Black Hawk· Mine. ' 

(CONTOVEFI) 

18. ORIGINAL use. PRESENT USE ADAPTIVE USE 

.. ~ . 

19. REFERENCES-HISTORICAL REFERENCES. PERSONAL CONTACTS. AND/OR OTHER 

Second Directory of the Nevada Territory, 1863, p. 363. 
Gold Hill News, June 5, 1865. 

Thompson & Wests' History of Nevada, 1881, p. 504. 
Eliot Lora~ Comstock Mining and Miners, p. 246. 

U.S. Census, 1870. 
Jose h Wasson Bodie and Esmeralda, 1878, 42. (CONT OVER) 

20 URBAN AREA 50.000 
POP.ORMORE? DYES ~NO 

24. L.OCATED IN AN HISTORIC DISTRICT? 
l9Yes ONO 

22. PUBLIC ACCESSIBILITY . D YES. LIMITED 

.ONO 

0YES.UNLIMITE0 

0UNKNOWN 

Confstock State Hist'orical b;'strict 
. I ,· 

23. EDITOR 

DISTRICT u~;:Np 
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The 5% firms had 
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VIRGINIA 1+3 

sold most of their mementos of the occasion. In fact, these 
Irish di1:idends. came "fast and with a wallop" that many 
could not meet. The stockholders were forced to. sell. On.e 
of the most notorious of the Comstock was the Best & 
Belcher which yielded nothing but $1 ,444,000.00 in assess
ments! As is to be expected, many companies which were 
formed met disaster at the start. But many were Hy-by-nights 

. with no thought on the part of their originators of doing 
legitimate business in mining. These people \advanced our 
civiliz.ation one beautiful step farther-they didn't try the 
Indian trick of sc;ilping. It wasn't bloody enough I They 
just shinned their catch. Of course, it was not with the tech
nological, priestly skill that their descendants practicecl under 
the auspices of twelve years of Hepublican prosperity, epito
mized by a Northampton vacuum and an even lesser satelite. 
The stocks listed on the various boards in Nevada and the 
two main ones in San Francisco were by no means the indi
cators. of all the existing compa~ies. Individual enterprises, 
partnerships, and unlisted companies existed, took loans and 
paid interest and until their failure tried to meet their capital 
outlays too. The saying of the western gold fields was indeed 

. apt: "it took two dollars for every one mined." 
The _Bank of California's unheard of 2 % rate per month 

on loans not only took away business from the established 
Virginia firms, but also caused the mill men to compete for 
loans from the Agency. The mill men charged good rates 
for reducing the ore; at the new low rate, which was in itself 
high, the owners could meet their d~bts . in ore easily. Ar
rearages confronted the mills' m:rnagement the instant idle 
~.apacity developed for want' of ore. Despite the fact that 
Jn 1866 and 1867 m-ore gold and. silver were produced, with 
the exception of 1864, than in previous years, some mills had 
trouble in gt;t.ting sufficient ore to operate on profitably. They 
consequently changed hands. Some of these came into the 
hands of the Bank of California. The Swansea Mill in Gold 
Canyon, Lyoq County, was the first milf to become the 
Agency's property. It was erect_ed in 1862, at a cost of 
$4?,_0_00.00. It had 40 stamps operated by steam. The ac
quis1t1on took place in May 1866, and within another year 
the Bank owned eight more mills. Low grade ores or no ore 
at all caused some men' to assign their property to the Bank 
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themselves at the bank. They could not pay the interest on their 
f foans. But Sharon would not listen to' any tales of woe. "Business 
:;' -Was business," he told the owners when they appealed for time. 
r. <Mercilessly, down he clamped when interest failed to materialize 
r} promptly. Pay or surrender. That was the ultimatum. This was all 
;',; •part of Ralston's program. No exceptions were to be made. The 
" :·. . . \ 

~'- Ri,ng must control. , 
.· .. · · • First the "Swansea," one of the finest mills on the Lode, in a 

. twelvemonth seven other large equipped ·quartz mills, with all their 
water right contracts and privileges, came into the Bank's clutches.4 

Before long, ten to thirteen others fell into the hands of the agency. 
. When a mill, to which Sharon had made a loan, did not capitulate 

' a~ rapidly as he felt it should, that mill was starved into submission. 
The amount of ore supplied would be cut to a minimum. In a short 

' > t:irne the owner would find that he could not pay his workmen, 
let ~lone his interest. Then that mill, too, would surrender. If mine 
owners objected to this high-handed· policy, they were told they 
could expect no more loans. Thus, one after the other, all the big 

r mills, that the Bank had. had their eyes upon, fell into the Bank's 
.· possession. Neither did the California institution mind the ruthless 

••· reputation it was earning on "C" · Street. -With so much at stake, 
1::: .-._~ey could not afford to be squeamish. What matter what disgrun-
1'. tled mine and mill owners thought? The Bank must be protected 
~ : at all hazards. 
t'. ·· All this time while mill .·property was capitulating and stock 
~·· ,certificates were piling up in Ralston's vaults, water was rising 
r. higher in the sumps of his mines, gases were increasing in drifts 
!· ' and fire-damp was racing through his winzes. But no new bonanzas 
l ! were discovered. With dread foreboding, Ralston realized that the 
! underground water had not been conquered. How could shafts . 
I ·sink deeper or another bonanza be found, under such conditions? 

The atmosphere in Ralston's 'San Francisco office became increas
ingly gloomy. Disgruntled directors haunted his desk. They re
gretted the organization of the branch agency in Virginia City. 
What good had it done? It was a drain on the Bank's resources. It 
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to make over their propertyto the Bank of California in default of payment .. 
The'bank would undcmbledly have been willing to extend its accommoda-
. lion to any reasonable p'oin.t, as the mills while standing idle were simply 
a burden upontP.e corporation; but·the mill-owners, in view of the uncer
tain prospect of obtaining ore enough for their needs, preferred to make 
an assignment of ~heir mills rather than incur the accumulation of debt: 
which threatened them. · No:property deteriorates more rapidly in value 
than milLproperty when in disuse. The expense of 9- watchman and the 
accumulating taxes and insurance dues must be paid. The heavy ma
chinery, the pans, shoes, and dies require constant attention to keep them · 
in good order; for if left without care they will rapidly rust and become 
unserviceable. The very framework of the mill, even, being frequently 
made of poorly seasoned or. unfit stuff, will crack and warp if neglected, 
so that in a short t1me it' :r;nust be extensively repaired or replaced. If, 
furthermore, the supply of ore should totally fail, the .mill would become 
practically worthless no matter how complete and serviceable its machinery 
might be. Thus, in the White Pine minb;tg distFict, a mill in perfect 
order which had cost $200,000 was offered for sale at $5,00<P without 
finding a purchaser; and Mr. Sharon sold a mill near the Comstock Lad~ 
which had cost him $60,000for one.;twentietliofthatsum.2 

The advances made by Sharon were amply covered by. the estimated 
value of the mills while actively employed in filling profitable contracts;. 
but when supplies of ore failed the bank was obliged lo take possession· 
of mill after mill in order to avoid' the certain loss of a forced; sale l:>r 
auction. The first mill· so acquired was the Swa~se£MH1;iI1. Lyon County' 
in May, 1866,3 and twelve months later seven milis \V~~e held by this cor- · 
poration. The·bank then considered it advisable to make some disposal 
of the property which had come into their hands;· and upon Mr. Sharon's 
clear representation of the case it was determined by a number of. the 
principal stockholders in the bank to organize a corporation, to be known 
as-the Union Mill and Mining Company, who should purchase and manage 
the mill property held by the bank. This organization was effected in June, 
1867, the charter members being D. 0. Mills, William Sharon, Alvinza 

. ' . 
1 Alpbellll Bull, Tl'lliltee. t William A. Sharon: 3 I. L. Reqaa. 
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